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Jodi Blokkeerus is an illustrator and sculptor based in
Melbourne. Her work usually centres around creatures
that live beneath the surface of our world.
She uses pencil and pen in a cross hatching style to
create her illustrations.
Jodi is inspired by artists, Dr. Seuss, Jim Henson, Shaun
Tan, Brian Froud, Francois & Jean Robert and Ghost
Patrol.
Chasing feathers is Jodi!s first published children!s book. To find out more about her art and
her book, please visit www.liquidmoon.com.au

SYNOPSIS
Deep within the layers of the city there are creatures operating things from below. Working
inside the traffic lights there are traffic controllers, who operate the lights to bring order to our
roads.
Yogi is a free spirited character who always wanted to be an inventor, but was forced to
become a traffic controller. When Yogi is fired from his job, he realises this is his chance to
become the inventor he always wanted to be.
Unsure where to begin, he notices feathers falling from the sky. As he follows them they lead
him to a wise old creature named Fyson, who gives Yogi some valuable advice.
Excited by his discovery, Yogi heads home to work on his invention which will revolutionise
traffic lights. But, when he shows his idea to the other traffic controllers they get angry and
don!t share his enthusiasm.
Yogi discovers chasing your dream isn!t always easy, but learns to believe in himself, his ideas
and to never give up.
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CREATING
chasing feathers
Jodi had the idea for the creatures inside the traffic lights, when she was around 3 or 4 years
old. Like many children at that age she was naturally curious about her environment,
especially traffic lights. At the time she knew to turn on a light, a person needed to flick a
switch, so she figured there must be little creatures (as people wouldn!t fit) inside the traffic
lights, operating the lights. Jodi then came back to the idea around 2005, when she did
some sketches of a character who trigged her memory of the traffic light creatures.
Chasing feathers is set in 1928 (the year Melbourne installed it!s first traffic light). Jodi
wanted to depict a classic aged feel, with very little colour. Her crosshatching style with
pencil and ink is reminiscent of etchings used in old stories.
Chasing feathers is firstly a story about the creatures who live and work within the layers of
our world; in particular the creatures who operate the traffic lights. The story encourages us
to see our world from a different perspective and unleash our inner creativity.
Depicting a familiar object from a different perspective, helps remind us of these objects
existence, although we benefit from them on a daily bases, we sometimes don!t fully
appreciate their magnificence.
Secondly the story developed into the journey of an outsider trying to follow his dream and
the obstacles he encountered along the way.
Children receive so many conflicting messages from society, media, teachers and parents
about what their role should be and what jobs are acceptable. It's so important to encourage
children to find their uniqueness and give them the support to discover their dreams, what
ever they may be.
In the story, there came a moment in Yogi!s life, when he needed to choose between the
path that was set for him or to build the life he always dreamed about. Although he soon
discovers (like many before him) when it comes to chasing your dream, you will meet people
who will help and guide you and people who question and challenge you. Each is needed to
give you the balance and honest perspective needed to succeed (although it might not feel
like it at the time).
Below the surface there are worlds waiting to be discovered; feathers waiting to be chased
and dreams waiting to be realised.
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CLASSROOMS
discussion & activities
These are just a few ideas that can be adapted into your lesson plans.
When reading the story, turn the pages slowly to give children enough time to see the details
within the illustrations. Resist telling the children what!s happening, let them draw their own
conclusions about the story and what it may mean for them.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

• Ask the children what they think happened in the story and their feelings towards the
characters.
• Ask them why they think the traffic controllers were so upset/ angry about Yogi!s
invention?
• What other machines could be operated by creatures? What would they look like?
• Ask the children to write and/or draw about things they love to do in their lives and/or
what their dreams are.

What’s your idea for an invention?
Ask the children to write and/or draw an idea(s) for their own invention (they could also
create a 3D model).
The scope can be as small or as large as they would like, something which will benefit
themselves, their families, their school or larger community/ world.
It!s good to have as little restrictions as possible encouraging creative freedom. But, here
are some ideas to help get them thinking.
"
"
"
"
"

Searching for a need

"
"
"
"

Create a completely new product

• It might help for the children to think about their interests and what they spend a lot
of the time doing, something around their house or classroom.
• Is there an existing product/ service which could be more efficient or combined with
another product for additional purposes?

• What is it!s function? What does it look like?
• Why would it be beneficial to create this product/service/idea?
• Who would benefit from it?

Note: it doesn't have to practically fit into realm of our current reality, it may be an idea like
yogi!s which isn!t yet understood, or believed possible.
If the kids are still a little stuck for ideas, you could show or discuss examples of other
peoples inventions, both simple and complicated, big and small, old and new.

3

CHASING FEATHERS Teachers Notes

4

You could also check out the new inventors web site http://www.abc.net.au/tv/newinventors/
they have a bright spark section, which hi-lights young inventors.
Ask the children to present their ideas/ inventions. Ask them how they think there invention
would be a benefit and how they came up with the idea.
Focus on what they have created and it!s purpose rather then #how! it would work. Most
inventors don!t know how, until much further into their research.

